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raising an army in Italy, to abstain from interfering in the
struggle against Pompey, and even to help Octavian. A new
compact, made at Tarentum in 37 b. c., confirmed the agreement
and renewed the powers of the triumvirs for five years more.
In 37 b. c. events took a decisive turn. Octavian with
a great effort inflicted a succession of stunning blows on
Pompey and drove him to Asia Minor where he lost his life ;
and at the same time he stripped Lepidus of his power and his
army. When Lepidus landed in Sicily, his troops deserted
him and went over to the victorious Octavian. The rest of
his days Lepidus spent as a dignified exile in one of the
Italian towns. Octavian had now become undisputed master
of the West. His hands were untied, and the time for agree-
ments had gone by. Antony also had no further desire for
agreements : in 36 B. c. he broke definitely with Octavian
and declared Cleopatra to be his wife. From that time he
stands forth as the lord and master of the East, while still
retaining his claims on the West. The alliance with Cleopatra
was a natural consequence of this policy, since it secured
him a strong economic and strategic base. The Parthian
campaign was to bring him military glory in the East and in
Italy, and to prove to all the world that he and not Octavian
was the true successor of Caesar; the same campaign was
to create an experienced and well-trained army, and also to
provide the means for making war on Octavian. In fact,
Parthia was to do for him what Gaul had done for Caesar.
But Antony had not taken into account the complicated
nature of his task and the insufficiency of his own strength.
Though he escaped the fate of Crassus, yet his two campaigns
in Parthia cost him a considerable part of his Roman army
and greatly weakened his claim to be an invincible general.
Armenia was seized by treachery and plundered; but that
gained him little glory. Still more prejudicial to his influencef
with the army was his compliance with the demands of
Cleopatra—demands which he could not refuse, because it'
would have been a death-blow to him if she had gone over
to Octavian. He made over to her children a part of the
Roman provinces in the East. It is possible that to this
transfer he gave legal form by making it a provision of his
will, which he had conveyed by friends to the Vestal Virgins
at Rome for safe custody. But we cannot exclude the possi-
bility, that this will, published by Octavian, was a forgery.

